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driven from the place by sheer momentum of horses. When
word was brought to Hannibal by a staff officer that the Ro-
man cavalry had largely dismounted, " This pleases me bet-
ter than if they had been delivered to me bound hand and
foot," said he. The combat was not carried on by successive
shocks, as usual in cavalry engagements; but by stubborn
hand-to-hand fighting with the white weapon, like that of
Alexander at the crossing of the Granicus. But the weight
and experience of the well-trained Carthaginians was far too
great. They rode down the whole body of Roman horse, and
soon had crushed it beyond reorganization. JEmilius himself
was wounded, but he escaped the ensuing massacre and joined
the infantry of the centre, hoping yet to turn the tide of vic-
tory. It is probable that the infantry of the Roman right
was placed Tiors de combat by this victory of Hannibal's
heavy squadrons, and thrust back in disorder, or else pushed
in on the centre. It could not have maintained itself against
the weight of eight thousand heavy cavalry on its flank.

The Numidians, opposed to the allied cavalry on the Ro-
man left, had orders to skirmish with it, but not to bring
about serious work for the time being. Livy relates that a
party of five hundred Numidians, hiding their swords under
their cloaks, pretended to desert to the Romans, and being
received and placed in the rear, later fell upon the Romans
from behind, Appian places this incident in the infantry,
and narrates remarkable feats which the five hundred men
were able to perform. All this we may relegate to the do-
main of pleasant fable. The Numidians as a body skillfully
accomplished their purpose by riding in squadrons round and
round the Roman left flank, and by their peculiar tactics
held their foes from serious attack until the Carthaginian
heavy horse, having utterly destroyed the Roman cavalry and
swept it from the field (a bare handful escaping up river).from being taken inch
